
Title: Vehicle Access Crossing Policy 
2016/17

Status:         For Publication

Report to: Communities, Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Cabinet Member: Councillor N. Emmott 

Report Author: Peter OGorman

Date: 7th September 2016

Director:    Director of Neighbourhoods

Tel: 01706 924682  

Author Email:    peter.ogorman@rochdale.gov.uk Key Decision: yes

1. Purpose of Report

1.1 To seek the views of the Committee on the Vehicle Crossing Access Policy document 
attached as Appendix A to this report and on the proposal for the introduction of an admin and 
supervision charge to the cost of the delivery of works in line with the council’s annual 
standing charges for admin and supervision charges of £107.

2. Recommendations

2.1 The Committee consider the proposals within this report and make any comments it 
feels appropriate for the consideration of the Cabinet.

3. Reason for recommendation

3.1 Members of the public are not allowed to drive over a footway or verge unless a 
vehicle crossing point has been authorized and constructed properly.

3.2 A facility for crossing over a public footpath or verge, for a vehicle to get to a domestic 
property from the road, is known as a “dropped kerb”; “crossover”; or “vehicle crossing”. It 
must be built to specific standards, approved by the council as the local highway authority; 
and in some cases planning permission is needed.

3.3 A Vehicle Crossing Access Policy will ensure that the council regulates the provision of 
vehicle crossing facilities; that the location and use of vehicle access and dropped kerbs are 
safe and that they are made to appropriate standards.

3.4 A Vehicle Crossing Access Policy should reduce the number of unauthorised 
crossings across the borough and create a more fair and equal arrangement for car and 
property owners.

3.5 A Policy should limit the amount of pavement damage caused by vehicles using 
unauthorised vehicle crossings and reduce budget pressures for funding associated repairs.

3.6 The table below illustrates the number of estimates given for vehicle crossings and the 
take up rate of accepted quotations.



3.7 Table 1 - Summary of Vehicle Crossing Applications 2014/14 – 2015/16

year Estimates Given Payments made or 
work done

2013/14 94 48
2014/15 171 75
2015/16 274 108

4. Alternatives considered

4.1 No alternatives are considered. 

5. Proposal

5.1 The Vehicle Crossing Access Policy attached at Appendix A sets out the detailed  
      requirements for vehicle access crossings and highlights the key issues which must be 
      considered before they are approved.

5.2 The full costs of constructing the dropped kerb will still fall to the applicant, however  
      Members are asked to support the introduction of an admin and supervision charge to 
      cover the additional costs the Council currently incurs for each crossing. 

6. Financial Implications

6.1The construction of vehicle access crossings are normally carried out by the council’s  
     maintenance contractor under the terms of the maintenance contract. The cost of each 
     crossing will vary, dependent on the size and the particular characteristics of the site. The 
     current cost of a typical crossing (since 1st June 2015) is £700. Prior to the 1st June 2015 
     the cost of a typical crossing was £1090. The reduced costs reflect efficiencies due to 
     works being batched together in three month intervals.

6.2The administration costs associated with providing estimates and managing/supervising 
      the works is currently met from existing council budgets. As in Paragraph 1.2 above it is 
      recommended that the council will introduces an admin and supervision charge to the cost   
      of the delivery of works in line with the council’s annual standing charges for admin and 
      supervision charges of £107. Based on an average of 77 vehicle access crossings 
      completed per year over the last 3 years, this would equate to an estimated additional 
      income of £8k per annum.

6.3 The inclusion of an admin/supervision charge to the cost of the completed works is not 
dissimilar to other districts in Greater Manchester. (Wigan include a charge of £30.40; 
Salford include a charge of £89.50).

6.4 The whole cost of the vehicle crossings will be met and paid in full by the applicant in 
advance of any work commencing on site.

7. Legal Implications

7.1 Vehicle crossings will be constructed in accordance with section 184 of the Highways 
Act 1980. This section sets out the requirements for a local authority regarding vehicle 
access to and from the public highway.



8. Personnel Implications

8.1 There are no personnel implications arising from this report.

9. Other Implications

9.1 The council may be asked to take enforcement action against unauthorised crossing 
points.

9.2 The council will be able to control the impact of vehicle crossings on the visual amenity 
of the highway by limiting/controlling their numbers.

9.3 A separate arrangement is available within the Policy for residents requiring to arrange 
and organise the works independently.

10. Corporate Priorities

10.1 The proposals are in line with the Council’s corporate priorities to maintain a safe 
highway network.

11. Equalities Impacts

11.1     There are no (significant) workforce equality issues arising from this report. No      
equality/community issues have been raised as part of the consultation for this report. 

Background Papers
Document Place of Inspection

Not applicable


